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The Northern Territorg.

The Northern Territory occupies about one sixth of Australia’s total land mass some
142 willion Heetares, with a population of about 200,000 awnd is home to some of the
watural world’s wost unique and exciting destinations,

The Northern Territory has six main destinations. From the red sandy desert of
Alice Springs and Wluruw / Ayers Rock and the aolden plains of Tennant Creek, to
the savannah woodlands surrounding Kathering and the Lush green tropics of
Darwin and Kakadw, it's not surprising the Morthern Territory is a popular
destination for travellers kesw to experience Australia’s outback.

The Northern Territory is Rnowwn around the world for the world Heritage-Listed
Kakadu National Park and Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Parks. It also has lots of
other attractions Alice Springs, The Larapinta Trail, Palm valley, Kings Canyon,
Devils Marbles and much much more,

The NMortherw Terrid ory hac 2 seasons the wet and the Dry, L have ”“Li'_i Deew L the
dry season as the roads can be cut off due to large amounts of rainfall swelling the
rivers. But this year i am going on the Ghan towards the end of the wet season.

The Equipmewt.

My vehiclets a 1 DE!::'LH pop top camper witth
dual 90 Litre fuel tanks , @ 50 Litre water
tank.

The venicle caw sleer four people with the
roof extewded, it has a cooker, sink, fridae,
storage cupboards for food utensils and
clothing.

The vehicle has a 150 watt solar panel and
a 2000 watt inverter for 240 volt power, it
also has dual batteries so as to keep the
fridge going day and night.

I have recovery equipment consisting of a
swatch strap, high Lift jack, Max trax,
Long hawndled shovel and aw exhaust atr

jack.

Safety equipment is a first aid kit, fire
blanket, 2 fire extinouishers one at the
tront and one at the back, a satellite phone
awnd UHF radio.




The Stuart Highway

Darwin is about 1600k north of Alice Springs ow the Stuart highway, once a dirt track that
rawn along the Overland Telegraph Line. The Stuart highway was nawmed afrer Scottish explorer
John MeDouall Stuart who, in 1862, became the first man to successfully cross Australia
from south to north and make it back alive.

The track was made bitumen during the second world war, the Stuart Highway is now a two
Lane bitumen highway that Links the Southern Ocean to the Timor Sea.

About 20 kv north of toww, You cross the Tropic of Capricorn. For the rest of the drive, you're
in the tropics, though the landscape doesw’t change for quite a while.
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Mative Gap Conservation Reserve is approximately
115 kv north of Alice Springs on the western side
> \ _ of the Stuart Highﬂ.w.rn!__.j.

= = Left; Tropic of Capricorn
N AR W

Top Left; Native Gap.

Top right; Native qap Aboriginal sign

Bottom Right; The back of the Hawn Ranges.




Barow Creek LR e
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Barrow Creek was built im 1872 as a repeater station for the overland Telegraph from Adelaide to i AL g
Darwin. The stone Telearaph Station, complete with tuck pointing on the walls, was built that AT '

year. it suggests perveanence. Today it can be inspected. The keys are held at the pub.

Two years Later in February 1874 the local Aborigines attacked the Telegraph Station and
Stapleton and Franks (one was the stationmaster and the other was the Lingsiman) were Rilled.
Whewn the station had beew built it was assumed that if an attack occurved it would come from
the west. 1 reality the Kaytetye Aborigines attacked from the hills at the east and neither
Stapleton nor Franks could get to the main courtyard. As a result of the Rillings major reprisals
oceurred and it is estimated that some 50 or 60 Aborigines were killed at Skull Creek, many of
thew having nothing to do with the attack on the station. This is knowwn as the Skull Creeke

MAASSACTE.
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2380 FEBRUARY 1874

Barrow CreekR

For most of its history Barrow Cregk has beew an
tsolated and tiny outpost on the Stuart Highway
north of Alice Springs. Then, on 14 July 2001, it
becance a vital part of one of the Australian outback's
most horrific and mystifying crimes. On the night
of 14 July, Bradley Johw Murdoch stopped a vw
Kombi vaw driven by English traveller, Peter
Falconio, and persuaded Falconio to leave the vehicle,
shot him, tied up Faleonio's girlfriend Joanne Lees
who, w.irm.ulnm;ls.j, managed to escape, hide in the
scrub along the highwﬂg, and was wtn-tuﬂuﬂ pLokeed
up by a truck driver who took her 13 R south to the
Barrow Creek pub where the police were alerted. | met o
oliceman thot hoad worked own this cace Ln the
Simpson Desert, he told me that Bradley John
Murdoch was transporting drugs through the
putback.




karlu Karlw / Devils Marbles

The Karlu Karlu / Devils Marbles are approx 393 ke north of Alice Springs on the Stuart Highway. | can
find no explanation of why they are called the Devils Marbles.

In_John Lewis's 1872 account of the building of the telegraph line, they passed thvough ‘extracrdinary
shaped stomes® in the Davenport Ranges. “The country was of granite formation and wmany stones were
round Like marbles,” Lewis wrote. “ln fact they were called Devils Marbles”.

Somebody called this the Devil's country; he's even emptied his bag of marbles around the place!

The Aboriainal name Karlu Karlu means round boulders.

The Devils Marbles are a collection of Larae aranite boulders which were covered bin sandstone and pushed wp
through the earths swrface, over time the sandstone has washed away leaving the granite boulders up to &
metres high and perched on top of each other.

The Warmungu Aboriginal people believe they are the fossilised eags of the Rainbow Serpent.

In 1953 an eiaht ton rock was removed from the Devils Marbles and placed in Alice springs at Johw Flyns
meworial. in 1999 after several requests from the warwmungu people the rock was returned to the Devils
marbles.
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ytwelepenty / Davenport Ranges National Park

The Davenport Ranges National Park (ytwellepenty) is 1,120 square kilometres of the
Davenport Range, North East of Allce Springs.

we Left the Devils marbles and headed worth ow the Stuart highway to the davenport ranges
wational park turnoff, a sian indicates a 5okm drive along a well graded dirt road to
Kurundl station, thew there's ancther 18km of winding aravel and sand to the turn off to
the 1120sq.km national park.

24 kilometres of narrow track across sparsely vegetated plains before you arrive at the small
waterhole Whistle Duck Creek, the creek and waterholes are a havew for birds and wildlife.




Welcome to
Irrmweng Rockhole

1F i o Krurl
Eporarra Road

A shady refuge of the Davenport Range

N

Welcome to Irrmweng (pronounced Ear-
moong-a) Rockhole, one of the many
waterholes which make the Davenport
Range among the best-watered ranges in

The wetter, mare central Australia. Cam rlgg -
tropical climate of the :
Davenport Range L?Ilé
sustains some tropical

- HERE

as well as desert plants.
You can see both types
of plants in and around

the creek here.

Day Use
Area

IrTT g mﬁ ;
This unusual range of V4R s
plants has provided a

rich variety of food for
Aboriginal people.

naidan

The area around
Whistleduck creek is
Waramungu country.

lrrweng Rockhole

Top left; warning siaw bn the Davenport ranges.

Bottom Left; waterhole.

Top Right; waterhole.




A Tropical Influence in the Desert
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wWhistle Duck Creek

Top left; The Track Leading to Whistle buck Creek was
overgrown dug to not many visitors, ow arrival it was

well worth the effort to get theve.
Bottom Left; Double barved bird

Top Right; white plumed honey eaters, come for a
drink.

whistle Duck Creek

Top Left; Dragon fly.
Bottom Left; Woodswallows cooling off.

Top Right; A Kite raptor.




- e ™ Tenwnant CreekR

. ln 1872 a temporary Overland telegraph repeater
station was built. Two years Later a stone building
was completed 11 ke to the north pf.‘kﬁ town, It was
closed doww in 1979 and currently) operates as a

PASELL N,

Top Left; The Overland Telearaph station,

Top right; The Overland Telegraph station outhouses. DL T TR W T — ey ST e SN Ly A va N
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Bottom Left; The new ghan E:ﬂ.ilw&;j Liie,
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mL;{j waters Pub

paly waters was name by John Stuart on his 2rd
48
attempt at erossing Australia from the south to the
worth, he reach the springs and named thew E‘-'-I?Lcl.,l wiaters,
- |

The Overlangd Telegraph Line reached T}ﬂ[tj \Wwaters Lia

June, 1872,

The f“l,.rc.f Daly waters puh was built tw 1893.The current
Daly Waters pub was built Ln 1930 by Bull and

Hewrlettn PLerce.
Top F.I.:_':":ﬂ‘-: The Daly waters pub

¢ CTrt: Ihe ﬁHLLj Ww/aters putoack servo.
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Matarankna

At Mataranka (meaning howe of the snake) there is a
500m. waterway is fed by an underground spring that
gently flows down a watercourse Lined with cabbage
palms, the spring pumps out 20.5 reoalitres of water
each day. The water tevaperature Ls around 30 degree's
centigrade and just loverly to be in.

Top left; Mataranra thermal pool.
Bottom right; The Waterhouse river,

Top Right; The erystal clear water.
il L

e

— (R} &
e~ R LT e Vo
e e <A e T

] P

b
-




Katherine

Kathering is 1181 ki worth of Alice Springs on the Stuart Highway,the town is ow the banks of the
Katherine RLver,

Explorer Johw McDouall Stuart had tried twice to go from the south to the north failing on both try's.on
the third journey across the continent from north to south he was successful, in July, 1862 John
Stuart crossed the Kathering River and the start of Katherine town began.

Katherine Telegraph Statiow was built in 1872 and the completion of the Overland Telegraph Line
later bn 1872, and the town began with a small permanent population on the west side of the Katherine
River.

Kathring has hot springs in which You can swim or just sit L the hot water, today it is quite a big
toww with lots of services. Just out of toww is the Nitmuluk national park (2,947 km=) which is owned
wow by the Jawoywn people, the park has 12 gorges and Aboriginal rock art..
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Katherine Gorge
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edith Falls / Leliyn )

walk ng

o W g ibmble cholbm g s oo owear

Edith Falls is a series of cascading waterfalls and pools ow the Edith River in the Nitmiluk National sy R
Park, located approximately 60 Rilometres north of Katherine, in the Northern Territory of Australia. N,

T i B

Please remember

= Tadh ot fobiBilL® Sacry welf you

From the car park is a short walk to the main pool that had paperbark and pandanus planted around it, R e B
with a waterfall at the end of the pool, great for a swim. it o
ey
The Leliyn circuit walk goes up a hill through different types of tree's, there arve birds and lizards that : EE.,:?’:.E"" SRl
appear ow the walk. At the top of the hill it thew drops doww to cross the upper pool above the falls. Views - ?J-i':'li;a:?ﬂ‘fﬂfﬁi“
of the waterfalls and Edith River from two Lookouts are a feature of this walk. There is an middle pool © Gomsmmrs o 50 e
and an upper pool, the upper pool was very wice to cool off in. Tkt IR

iy DERE Be wesDa s

There is another walk to Sweetwater pool which was about a 9km round trip.
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; The bottom pool.

top Left; A water monitor.
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This book covers from Alice Springs to Katherine (1200Rm's).

The Stuart highway follows the Overland Telegraph Line worth to Darwin, it passes
some famous places Like the Devil Marbles, Katherine Gorge and many more
beautiful places if You take the time to explore.

The landscape changes from the parched lands worth of Alice springs to the lush
tablelands around Katherine.
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